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ernment put off the question. That it must be faced Berlin with in-  CHAP,
creasing pressure began to insist when the civil war raged in the , L:^11;
group, while Britain and America supported one candidate for -^T- 62
the kingship, Germany the other. To Berlin, it soon appeared
that nothing was to be got easily from Lord Salisbury, long
since alienated by unpleasant hints whenever, as the Queen's
Minister, he could not mould himself to the Kaiser's will.

Holstein at last enquired whether the Colonial Secretary
might not be moved in Germany's favour. Surely Chamberlain
must recognise how much England, by concluding with Ger-
many the Portuguese convention, has gained in prestige, power
and liberty of action for South African purposes.1

At first nothing comes of this. For weeks Chamberlain, racked
and weakened by one of his severest attacks of gout, is very
little in London. When he recovers and resumes political
activity there are other impediments. He will not travailler
pour le roi de Prusse on "particular questions" while Germany
holds back on the great issue of alliance. Yet again, better than
any other Minister, he knows how feeling in Australia and New
Zealand is rising higher against German action and claims in
Samoa. Finally, it is his last wish at this time to offend the
Prime Minister by any avoidable interference with the preroga-
tive of the. Foreign Office.

in
At last the Colonial Secretary and the Kaiser's ambassador
were brought together very privately by Alfred Rothschild at
his own house. The meeting took place when chaos in Samoa
was nigh the worst. The condominium had come to anarchy.
Hatzfeldt began with complaints of Salisbury's irresponsiveness
and emphasised the sharp risk to the general relations of the
two Powers. Enmity between them must be the result if Britain
and America continue to work together against Germany in
to the Foreign Office reminds Lord    steamers   from   Australia   and   New
Salisbury of "the strong and legitimate    Zealand to North America, or to the
feeling which exists in the Austra-    Central American Canal".
lasian Colonies against allowing the        l Grosfte Politik, vol. xiv.  Second
control  of Samoa to pass into the    Part, p. 580 (Holstein to Hatzfeldt,
hands of a foreign Power, owing to its    February 24, 1899).
position   directly   in   the   track   of